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Head Teacher update 

Dear parents and carers, 

It has been another busy and exciting week in school. 

Yesterday, we enjoyed celebrating World Book Day, with children accessorising their school 

uniform with props to represent a favourite book character. It was wonderful to see the 

creativity on display across the school and to hear pupils talking so enthusiastically about the 

books and characters they love. Events like this are a great reminder of the joy that reading 

can bring, and we hope the day has inspired even more conversations about books at home. 

On Thursday, our Year 6 pupils visited the Pagoda and Ark Church as part of their learning. 

The visit provided a valuable opportunity for pupils to explore different places of worship 

and deepen their understanding of faith and community. They represented the school 

extremely well and were a credit to us throughout the trip.  We've attached some pictures 

below. 

Looking ahead to next week, we are very much looking forward to Year 1’s class assembly 

on Monday morning. These assemblies are always a lovely opportunity for children to share 

their learning and growing confidence with the school community. 



We are also excited for our annual STEM Day next Thursday, when pupils across the school 

will take part in a range of activities focused on science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics. These days are always a highlight in our calendar and provide fantastic 

opportunities for problem solving, creativity and collaboration.   

Please remember that we have the parent exhibition after school in the hall for you to come 

and see the prototypes that the children have made and they can talk through what it is 

they have been up to. We do have two requests: 

1. If you have any spare junk modelling stuff (cardboard, pringles tubes etc) then we 

would greatly appreciate these donations. Please bring them to Y6 at drop off or 

collection on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday.  

2. We are looking to increase our judging panel so if you know anyone who has a 

background (or general interest) in engineering and is available next Thursday, 

2.15pm - 3.30pm, then please email into school. 

Over the coming weeks we will also be holding our SEN review meetings. These meetings 

will be led by your child’s class teacher and provide an opportunity to discuss progress, 

support in place and next steps. The office will be in touch with further details where 

relevant. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

 



 

 



 

 

Safeguarding Assembly 

This week, we held a special assembly all about keeping our children safe. We talked with 

the children about looking after themselves, both in how they feel and in how they act, and 

reminded them about following our school rules, which help everyone stay safe and happy. 

We also encouraged them to speak to a trusted adult—whether that’s a teacher, parent, or 

another grown-up—if anything ever makes them feel worried, scared, or unsure. We 

reassured them that asking for help is not “telling tales,” but a way of looking after 

themselves and others. 

 



We also reminded children that there are always adults around who want to listen, 

understand, and support them. By regularly talking about safety, rules, and trusted adults, 

we help children feel confident and cared for, knowing that their voice matters. Our aim is 

for every child to feel safe, supported, and part of a school community where they can grow 

and thrive. 

The Best Preparation for a Digital Future 

 

"The best preparation for a digital future is an analog childhood." – Emily Cherkin 

In today’s world, children spend more time than ever in front of screens. While technology 

can be helpful, it’s important for their growth and wellbeing to also enjoy hands-on, real-



world experiences. By encouraging play, creativity, and exploration away from screens, 

parents can help children build resilience, social skills, and confidence—qualities they will 

carry with them into the future. 

Here are some simple ways to support an “analog childhood”: 

Top Tips for an Analog Childhood: 

• Set aside time for outdoor play – parks, gardens, or local walks. 

• Encourage imaginative games – dress-up, role play, or storytelling. 

• Try arts and crafts – drawing, painting, or building projects. 

• Spend time reading together – books, comics, or shared stories. 

• Engage in hands-on learning – cooking, gardening, or simple science experiments. 

• Promote family activities – board games, puzzles, or shared projects. 

By making space for these everyday activities, children can explore, imagine, and connect 

with the world around them—building the creativity, curiosity, and resilience they’ll need to 

thrive in both real and digital worlds. 

Feeling Safe and Supported at St Francis 

At St Francis, your child’s safety and happiness are at the heart of everything we do. When 

school and families communicate well, children feel more secure, more confident and better 

able to learn. 

Please Keep Talking to Us 

If you notice changes at home—big or small—such as worries about behaviour, friendships, 

wellbeing or attendance, please let us know. Early conversations help us understand what 

your child may need so we can support them quickly and effectively. 

How We Support Children 

In school, we teach children that they can always talk to a trusted adult if something makes 

them feel worried or unsafe. They are reminded that: 

• They will always be listened to 

• They won’t be in trouble for speaking up 

• It is never their fault 

These messages are even stronger when home and school share them together. 

We’re Here to Help 



You can speak to: 

• Mr Cox 

• Miss Mattocks 

• Miss Hurved 

• Miss Maxwell 

• Mrs Holmes‑McClure 

• Mrs Ward 

• Your child’s class teacher 

• Any trusted adult in school 

Together, we can make sure every child at St Francis feels safe, supported and ready to 

flourish. 

If your child ever needs someone to talk to outside school, Childline (0800 1111) is always 

available. 



 



 



 

Grounds Development with our RHS Grant 

We’re delighted to share that four beautiful fruit trees, kindly donated by St Francis Church, 

have now been planted in our new orchard on the site where Fred the Bus used to reside. 

Alongside these, a native harvest hedgerow has also been established, helping to create a 

rich and welcoming habitat for wildlife. Huge thanks go to a wonderful local charity, Fruit & 

Nut Village CIO — a charity based in Birmingham growing orchards and perennial food 

spaces across Birmingham. We are especially grateful to Rob Tilling and his merry team of 

helpers for generously giving their time, expertise and hard work to support this exciting 

stage of our planting project. We would also like to say a huge thank you to our fantastic 

Year 6 children and Mr Pugh for their enthusiasm, teamwork and dedication in bringing this 



new orchard area to life. This development marks an important step in improving 

biodiversity at school, supporting local wildlife and further enriching our outdoor learning 

environment.                     

 

 



 

Donations Request 

Year 1 would be very grateful of  

If you have any spare junk modelling stuff (cardboard, pringles tubes etc) then we would 

greatly appreciate these donations. Please bring them to Y6 at drop off or collection on 

Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday.  

We are looking to increase our judging panel so if you know anyone who has a background 

(or general interest) in engineering and is available next Thursday, 2.15pm - 3.30pm, then 

please email into school. 



Local Interest 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Happy Birthday to those with birthdays this week 

 

Just Dotty Y4 

 

 



Star of the Week 

 

Nursery - Teddy - for growing in confidence and  enjoying his new friendships. Well done 

Teddy :)  

Reception -  Isobel - for trying your absolute hardest to be honest, even when it is tricky.  

You have been an excellent role model this week, telling the truth and making good choices 

even if you were worried you might be in the wrong - Keep it up! 

Year 1 -  Darcey - For always trying so hard to be honest and do the right thing, even when 

no one is watching. 

Year 2 - William – for choosing to do the right thing and trying his hardest to take 

responsibility for his learning, even when he finds it tricky. Keep up the great work, William! 

    

Year 3 -  Tom - for always working hard in your lessons and trying to challenge yourself. Well 

done Tom! 

Year 4 - Adelia- for showing integrity in both her work and actions.  

Year 5 -  Theo - for working hard to ensure that he is always truthful in his actions and words, 

even when it may prove challenging. 

Year 6 -   Clara - for consistently making the right choice inside and outside the classroom 

and throughout the school day.  



Star Writer 

 

Nursery - Indie 

Reception -  Bobbie-Rose 

Year 1 -  Sebastian 

Year 2 - Matilda 

Year 3 -  Levi  

Year 4 -  Max  

Year 5 -  Idris  

Year 6 -  Ava 

Attendance Champions 

 

 Attendance Champions 

• Overall Winners (100% Attendance):     Nursery 



• Over 96% Attendance:     Year 1     Year 2     Year 3     Year 4     Year 5     

Reception 

       Whole School Attendance: 

96.5% for the academic year so far! 

Dojo 

 

     Dojo Winners This Week 

1. Year 5 

2. Year 3 

3. Year 4 

Scan, support, and help Willow make a difference 

We are incredibly proud to share that Willow is taking on a truly inspiring challenge this year. 

She has bravely chosen to cut 10–12 inches of her hair to donate towards making wigs for 

children who have lost their hair due to cancer treatment or medical conditions.  

This thoughtful act of kindness will help bring confidence and comfort to young people 

facing difficult journeys. To support Willow, we kindly ask our school community to get 

involved, if they can. Posters will be placed in the collection area windows, and parents can 

simply scan the QR code displayed to visit the donation page. Any contribution, big or small, 

will help Willow make a meaningful difference.  

Thank you for supporting her incredible effort and helping raise funds for this wonderful 

charity. 



 

Awards 

 



 


