
St Francis CE Primary School & Nursery

Friday th September 2025

Dates for your diary

Head Teacher update

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to a brand new school year! We hope you have had a lovely summer and are 
easing into the new term. It was wonderful to welcome the children back on Wednesday; 
classes across school appear to be settling in to their new rooms very well and building great 
relationships with their new teachers!

We have shared a full dates list for the year with you today, so that you can get ahead in 
adding relevant dates to your diary. Please be aware that although we will do our best not to 
change dates and times, they may be subject to change and other dates will be added. We 
will continue to share dates for the term via each weekly newsletter which will include any 
new dates, so please keep an eye on those.

Exciting Updates from the School Office

We re looking forward to a positive year ahead and are excited to share some upcoming 
changes that will make things easier for you.

We re working towards streamlining all the platforms currently used for payments and 
bookings including school dinners, after-school clubs, trips, and more. Now that Arbor has 
been successfully in place for a year, our next step is to transition all services to the Arbor 
app, so everything can be managed in one place.



This change will be introduced gradually, following a clear timeline  so don t worry, we 
won t be switching everything overnight. For now, the only action needed is to make sure 
you have the Arbor app installed and can log in. If you need help with this, please contact 
the office. 

We ll keep you updated every step of the way and let you know when each service moves 
over to Arbor. 

Medical Tracker Launch 

You should have seen an e-mail from us earlier this week informing you of the new medical 
reporting system which we have launched within school. Medical Tracker replaces paper 
slips for incident reporting with e-mails straight to your inbox and will help us manage 
incidents more efficiently. Where appropriate, we will still contact you directly by phone. 

 

Getting in Touch with School Staff 

We know that parents and carers sometimes need to contact school staff with questions or 
concerns. While we always aim to be helpful and responsive, please remember that our 
teaching and support staff are often busy working directly with children, and our office team 
also manage a high volume of queries and tasks throughout the school day. This means 
replies may not be immediate. 

Here s what to expect: 

 For general queries, staff will aim to respond within 2 working days. 

 If your concern is urgent, please contact the school office, where staff will ensure it is 
passed on promptly. 

 To help us respond efficiently, please use one method of contact (e.g. email or 
phone) and avoid sending duplicate messages. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support as we work together to give every 
child the best possible experience at school. 

 

Snack Policy Update  Promoting Healthier Choices 

We sent out a communication earlier in the week but in case you missed it. 

As part of our commitment to promoting the health and wellbeing of our pupils, we are 
updating our snack policy to encourage healthier eating habits throughout the school day. 

Effective from Monday 8th September, the following changes will apply: 

 Permitted Snacks 



 Fresh fruit or vegetables (e.g. apple slices, carrot sticks) 

 Plain rice cakes or oatcakes 

 Low-fat cheese portions 

 Wholegrain crackers 

 Unsweetened dried fruit (in moderation) 

 Water or milk (no fizzy or sugary drinks) 

 Not Permitted 

 Crisps or salty snacks 

 No nuts we are a nut free school 

 Chocolate bars or sweets 

 Cakes, pastries, or biscuits 

 Sugary drinks or energy drinks 

Why the change? 

We want to support children in making nutritious choices that fuel their learning and growth. 
Healthier snacks help maintain energy levels, improve concentration, and support long-term 
wellbeing. 

Medical Needs 

If your child has specific dietary requirements or medical needs, please contact the school 
office so we can make appropriate accommodations. If you have reported these in the past, 
we will have them on record, but if there are any changes or new information, please let us 
know. 

Blessing of the backpacks 

Come and mark the start of a new term and join our All Together Service and Blessing of the 
Backpacks at St Francis Church, Bournville on Sunday 7 September at 10.00 am. All welcome. 

Reminders 

 Teazel Avenue is a car free street between 08:30-09:00am and 15:00-16:00. Please 
do not drive or park on Teazel Avenue during these times. You can part and stride 
from: Mulberry Road, Woodlands Park Road, Woodlands Park, Rowheath, Hay Green 
Lane, Cedar Road, Heath Road. 



 Meet the Teacher event on Wednesday 10th September from 9-9:30 in your child's 
classroom. If you have more than one child across school, you are welcome to move 
between the classrooms you need. 

 Clubs and peri music lessons start for the term on Monday 

 FRIENDS Welcome afternoon tea  from 3:30 on the field on Friday 19th September 

Kind regards, 

Jess Mattocks 

Head Teacher 

 

E-Safety - Top Tips for Recognising and Managing Stress 

Stress is something we all experience  but for children and young people, it can feel 
especially overwhelming. This guide presents 10 simple, actionable strategies to help young 
people manage stress in a healthy and balanced manner. Whether it s noticing early signs, 
encouraging open conversations, or modelling calm responses, there are plenty of ideas 
here to support positive change.  

Perfect for both school and home settings, the guide equips adults to identify subtle signals 
of stress and create safe spaces for pupils to open up. It also suggests mindful habits and 
healthy routines that can become part of daily life, promoting long-term emotional strength 
and mental wellbeing. 



 

Things happening locally... 

 



 

 



 

 

Bournville Heritage Open Day is back for 2025, on Saturday 13th September 10am-4pm. 

Visit George Cadbury s famous Bournville garden village as 18 historic venues open for FREE 
as part of Heritage Open Days and Birmingham Heritage Week. 

Enjoy tours, exhibitions, activities and family fun and experience the stunning architecture 
and design of this special place. 

The 18 fantastic sites opening this year are  

 Selly Manor Museum. A Tudor manor and medieval hall rebuilt by the Cadbury family. 



 The Rest House. Displaying The Museum of Us exhibition celebrating 125 years of 
Bournville Village Trust. 

 The Carillon. Hear this remarkable instrument play throughout the day (please note 
there are no tours of the Carillon tower this year). 

 Quaker Meeting House. Built in 1905, a Y-shaped building designed by W.A. Harvey. 

 Bournville Almshouses. Guided heritage tours of a unique building built by Richard 
Cadbury. Pre-booked tickets only. Please be aware tour is now SOLD OUT. 

 St Francis Church. A beautiful church, consecrated in 1925 and celebrating its 
centenary this year. 

 Vintage Vehicles at Bournville Green. See historic cars at Bournville village green 
(weather permitting). 

 St Lazar s Church. An incredible Serbian Orthodox Church with a spectacular interior. 

 Bournville Village Primary School. See the stunning George Hall and learn about the 
beautiful frescoes. 

 Bournville Model Boat Club. See and have a go at sailing these splendid boats. 

 The War Memorial Room. Situated in the Pavilion to remember Cadbury employees. 

 Cadbury Concert Hall. A stunning music venue in the heart of the factory. 

 Cadbury Archives. Enjoy tours of this newly refurbished treasure trove. Pre-booked 
tickets only. Please be aware tour is now SOLD OUT. 

 Bournville Crown Green Bowls Club. Have a go at crown green bowls at this iconic 
club. 

 Dame Elizabeth Hall. Opened in 1930, discover the story of the Bournville Village 
Festival. 

 Manor Farm Park. A self-guided 2km heritage trail linking 10 sites at the park, with 
tours at 11am and 2pm. 

And new for 2025! 

 The Old Bank. One of the oldest buildings in Bournville, that was formerly a bank and 
Estate Office. 

 Cadbury World. Free entry tickets to Cadbury are fully booked. 

Find out more here: Bournville Heritage Open Day 2025 : Bournville Village Trust 



Happy Birthday to those with birthdays this week!

Thea in Year 6

Elliott in Year 4

Lincoln in Year 6

Attendance



Our overall winners with 100% attendance are Year 6 - A great start to the year!

Years 1, 4, 5 and 2 all had attendance over 96%.

Overall school attendance is at 97.8% - this is a very impressive start.


