St Francis CE Primary School & Nursery




Friday 20th September 2025

Dates for your diary

Friday 19" September FRIENDS ‘Welcome afternoon tea’ from 3:30
on the field

Thursday 25t September Phonics workshop for parents of children in
Reception (9am start)

Monday 29" September Flu Immunisation- whole school
FRIENDS AGM

Monday 29!h Sept-Friday 17th SEND IEP Reviews

October

Tuesday 30" September Harvest service for Y1-6 at St Francis Church
from 9am *children to be dropped at the Church for 8:45
Stay and pray in school for Nursery and
Reception from 9-10am

Thursday 2™ October Census day
Special menu - ‘build your own burger’

Thursday 2™ October Maths workshop:
Parents of pupils in N-Y2: 9-9:30am
Parents of pupils in Y3-Y6: 9:30-10am

Friday 3 October Poetry Day (dress-up not required)

Throughout October Black History Month
-this year’s theme is ‘Standing Firm in Power
and Pride’

Monday 6" October- Photographers

Wednesday eth October Parents evening 3:45-6:00

Thursday 9" October Parents evening 3:45-6:00

Friday 10th October YoungMinds Hello Yello - Wear Yellow

Thursday 16" October Schoolimprovement visit- Fioretti

Monday 20" October Diwali

Tuesday 215t October Y4 class assembly 8-9:30- Diwali

Wednesday 22nd October Prospective parents open morning from
9:30am

TBA Vision screening checks for children in
Reception

Thursday 23" October Values Ambassador Assembly 9:00-9:30

Friday 24" October Diwali workshop EYFS and Y4

Friday 24'h October Final day of half term

Thursday 30" October Deadline for secondary school applications

Monday 27" Oct- Friday 31st Oct Closed to pupils

Head Teacher update

Dear Parents and Carers,

As week 3 of the autumn term comes to an end, | want to share how our nursery and
reception children have made a wonderful start to the new school year, settling into their
classes with curiosity and enthusiasm. Over the past few weeks, they’ve been getting to
know their teachers, exploring their learning environments, and beginning to understand
the routines and rhythms of school life. From sharing stories and songs to discovering new
friendships and learning through play, it’s been a joy to see their confidence grow each day.



We're proud of how well they are adapting and look forward to supporting them as they
continue to flourish in our school community.

Last week, we proudly launched our new Star Writer Awards, which will continue every
Friday throughout the school year. Each week, teachers choose one child from their class
who has demonstrated excellence in writing—this could be through effort with handwriting
and presentation, imaginative ideas, or successfully including the key features taught in
English lessons that week. These winners are celebrated in our Friday assembly and receive
a very special Star Writer pen. From the class winners, the member of staff leading the
assembly selects an overall Star Writer of the Week, who receives an extra treat to mark
their achievement. It’s a fantastic way to inspire a love of writing and celebrate the progress
and creativity of our young authors.

Reminders

® Phonics workshop for parents of children in Reception next Thursday 25th
September from 9am- come along to the main office to join us.

* New date added to the dates list> Hello Yellow on Friday 10th October! We are
taking part with thousands of schools, communities and companies wearing yellow
this World Mental Health Day and raise money to show young people that they’re
not alone with their mental health. Optional donations are invited via ParentPay.

Kind regards,
Jess Mattocks

Head Teacher

Collective worship

This week in collective worship, we explored the Christian concept of the Trinity—a word
made up of Tri (meaning three) and Unity (meaning together). Although it’s a complex idea,
we helped the children understand that Christians believe in one God who is three persons:
God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. We looked at how all three
were present at the very beginning of creation, as seen in Genesis and echoed in John’s
Gospel, where Jesus is described as being with God from the start.

Through stories, discussion, and visual resources, we encouraged the children to think about
how they are made in the image of God—created to be loved and to love others. This links
beautifully to our school vision: Together in God’s love. We also talked about how our school
is a community, and how the Trinity can help us understand the importance of unity, love,
and working together.

Prayer:



Dear God,

Help me this week to love you and others from the heart.

Help me this week to think well of others with my mind.

Help me this week to build others up with strength you have given me.

Amen.

Message from Reverend Richard

We are very much looking forward to your Harvest Service in St Francis Church on Tuesday
30 September. We are once again collecting food for the B30 and South Birmingham
Foodbank at all our Harvest services this year.

If you are able to bring a donation when you come to the service, that would be great and
very much appreciated by the Foodbank. Their website has up to date details of what they
need/don’t need: https://b30.foodbank.org.uk/ Finally, just to add no fresh produce please.




E-Safety - SnapChat
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With over 900 million monthly users, Snapchat continues to be a favourite among children
and young people; however, with its ever-evolving features, the risks have evolved too. From
Al-generated filters and chatbots, to disappearing messages and the Snap Map location-
sharing tool, it’s easy for children to stumble into unsafe territory. This guide breaks down
the latest updates, including the Lens+ subscription service, and web browser access.

We've also unpacked the risks of sextortion scams, overuse, and inappropriate content that
may slip through the app’s moderation systems. With expert advice from online safety
consultant Dr Claire Sutherland, this guide is a must-read for anyone helping young people
navigate Snapchat responsibly and confidently.

Sources:

https://parents.snapchat.com/?lang=en-GB

https://newsroom.snap.com/empowering-content-creation-with-new-tools?lang=en-GB

https://values.snap.com/news/new-sextortion-research-gen-z

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/article/2024/jul/22/victorian-teenagers-

suicide-after-sextortion-scam-prompts-call-for-improved-education




Things happening locally...

Wﬂlt BOURNVILLE SOCIETY

Local history group
John Billingham

presents

Life in the 1950s

7.30pm Wednesday 1t October 2025

Dr Michael Harrison
presents
Bournville Between the Wars
7.30pm Wednesday 5" November 2025

Nigel Metcalf

presents

A Victorian Christmas
7.30pm Wednesday 3™ December 2025

Dame Elizabeth Hall
off Oak Tree Lane, Bournville
Buses: 11 to Bournville Green & 27 to Woodbrooke Road
Non-members welcome £5 entrance
For further information contact the Secretary 0121 458 2547
or jenny.shardlow@gmail.com
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Jilie Farr and Catherine Pinnock

100 years in Bournville
Celebrating Bournville and the Centenary of St
Francis Church is a 12é6-page book with full colour
photos and illustrations. It is packed with memories,
original stories and fascinating facts contributed by

people of allages from the Bournville community.
Available from §t Francis Church and local outlefs




Celebrations

Levi in Year 4
Amanda in Year 5
Cameron in Nursery

Jacob in Year 1



Star of the Week
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Nursery: Leo - for being a fantastic role model to the other children



Reception: Logan for trying really hard to be a good role model to those around him and for
showing our values, even when it is a bit tricky

Year 1: Rory - for always working hard in everything you do. You are super star leaner!

Year 2:Bryn : for always trying his hardest, making the right choices, and working to be his
best even when it’s hard.

Year 3: Elaina - for always being engaged in your learning and ready to share your knowledge
with others. Well done Elainal

Year 4: Benjy- for always being engaged in his learning, being eager to share his knowledge
and persevering with challenges, particularly in maths.

Year 5: Jago - for a showing such great perseverance in his learning, particularly when
independently problem solving in our Maths work.

Year 6: Millie-Rose for consistently demonstrating compassion to everyone across school

Star Writer

R

Nursery: Ethan

Reception: Phoenix
Year 1: Joseph

Year 2: Matilda
Year 3: Leo

Year 4: Arabella
Year 5: James

Year 6: George



Attendance

Good attendance means being in school at P i
€ ..being in school, on time, every day,
least 95% of the time (180 to 190 days)] ready to learn.

175 days non term days

All this time for shopping,
holidays, appointments etc
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365 days in a calendar year

Best chances Poor attendance
of success less chance Poor punctuality - less Very poor punctuality-
of success chance of success serious impact on education
and reduced life chances
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Our overall winners with 100% attendance are Year 1!

Reception and Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 all had attendance over 96%.



Overall school attendance is at 97.9% - this is a great start to this year!

Dojo

Year 1 are the winners of dojos this week.
Year 4 finished 2nd, with Reception in third.

Overall, Year 1 have moved into top spot.



