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Diary Dates 

 

Head Teacher update 

Dear parents and carers, 

A Wonderful End to Our Autumn Term 

As we reach the last day of the autumn term, we want to say a huge thank you to everyone 

who has helped make this week so special. 



On Tuesday, our whole school came together at St Francis Church for a beautiful Nativity 

performance. Every child played a part—whether through singing, playing in the concert 

band, or acting in Year 2’s wonderful retelling of the Christmas story. 

On Wednesday, we welcomed grandparents for a joyful Carol Concert, led by our fantastic 

Year 6 narrators. The whole school joined in for a good sing-song, filling the hall with festive 

cheer. Later that day, we enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner, lovingly prepared by our 

amazing kitchen team—thank you for making it such a treat! 

This morning we celebrated our Values Ambassador Assembly, recognising one child from 

each class who has consistently shown our High Five values, with a special focus on this 

term’s value of Compassion. Thank you to the parents who joined us for this proud moment. 

Finally, we had a very special visitor—Father Christmas! He took time out of his busy 

schedule to come and see us at St Francis, bringing festive cheer to every classroom. Each 

child received a beautiful ‘Believe’ bell as a gift from all of us here at school, reminding us of 

the magic and joy of Christmas. A huge thank you to Father Christmas for making this day so 

memorable! 

As we look ahead to Christmas, we are grateful for the kindness, joy, and community spirit 

that shines through our school. Wishing all our families a peaceful and happy Christmas 

break—we look forward to seeing you in the new year! 

Warm regards, 

Jess Mattocks 

 



Calling all grandparents, parents, aunties and uncles 

We’d love your help supporting our young readers! 

 If you have some time during the school week, from Year 1 upwards, come and join us to 

listen to children read and help build their confidence. 

Your time makes a big difference! 

 For more details or to volunteer, please contact the school office. 

 

Collective worship 

This week in Collective Worship, we explored the theme of Giants of Faith—people who 

make a big difference in the world through kindness and compassion. 

We learned about Marcus Rashford, a footballer who used his voice and influence to help 

families who needed support with free school meals. His actions remind us that caring for 

others is a powerful way to live out our values. 

We also discovered the work of Magic Breakfast, an organisation that provides healthy 

breakfasts so children can start the day ready to learn. These examples show us that being a 

“giant of faith” isn’t about size or fame—it’s about using what we have to help others. 



We finished by thinking about how we can be giants of faith in our own lives—through small 

acts of kindness, sharing, and looking out for those in need. 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Thank You for people who use their gifts to help others, like Marcus Rashford and those who 

provide breakfasts for children. 

Please help us to notice when someone needs kindness and give us the courage to act. 

Show us how to share what we have and make a difference in our school, our homes, and 

our world. 

Amen. 

FRIENDS Update 

 

The Friends of St Francis are delighted to share how much we have raised between 

September and December. Thanks to the incredible support from our school community, we 

raised: 



Autumn Disco: £614 

Cake Sales: £160 

Christmas Fayre: £2,309.52 

This brings our total fundraising amount to £3,083.52. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped organise, volunteer, donate, and attend these 

events — your continued support makes a real difference for our children and school. 

Arbor - Parent Portal (Web based) 

Access the Parent Portal via Arbor 

You can now view your child’s information online through our Parent Portal: 

Click here to log in1 

The Dashboard is your starting point, showing a quick overview of your child’s timetable, 

behaviour points, meals, notices, attendance, and progress. 

From the homepage, you can also: 

• Book Parents’ Evening slots 

• Check attendance and behaviour statistics 

• View account balances for meals and top-ups 

• Sign up for clubs and trips (trips coming soon!) 

• Access the School Shop 

Managing multiple children? Switch profiles easily via the menu or app. 

Click on any item (e.g., attendance) for more details, or visit your child’s Student Profile to 

update contact details, medical info, and consents. 

 
1https://st-francis-church-of-england-aided-primary-school-and-nursery.uk.arbor.sc/?/guardians/home-
ui/dashboard 



Celebrations 

 

Happy Birthday to those with birthdays this week and over the 

holidays! 

 

Caleb in Year 1 

Bess in Nursery 

James in Year 2 



Esther in Nursery 

Sienna in Reception 

Dexter in Year 3 

Arta in Year 4 

Seb in Year 1 

Ruby in Year 4 

 

Nursery - Ayla 

Reception - Bobbie-Rose 

Year 1 -  Khaleb 

Year 2 -  Willow 

Year 3 -  Isla 

Year 4 - Elliott 

Year 5 - Talitha 

Year 6 -  Harry  



Attendance 



 



We know that winter brings its share of sniffles and colds, but being in school every day is 

vital for your child’s learning and progress. Most minor illnesses don’t need to keep children 

at home, and coming to school helps them stay on track. 

If your child is genuinely too unwell to attend, please let us know by phoning the school 

office or emailing parents.stf@fioretti.co.uk. 

Not sure if they’re well enough for school? The NHS offers clear guidance on common 

illnesses and when children should stay home: 

    Is my child too ill for school? – NHS2 

Thank you for supporting excellent attendance – every day counts! 

 

 
2https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 



 

 Attendance Champions 

• Overall Winners (100% Attendance):     Year 1  

• Over 96% Attendance:     Year 4     Year 5     Nursery  

       Whole School Attendance: 

96.8% for the academic year so far – fantastic effort! 

Dojo 

 

     Dojo Winners This Week 

1. Year 1 

2. Year 6 

3. Year 3 

4. Year 5 

5. Reception 



6. Year 4  

7. Year 2 

Dojo winners this term 

1.Year 5 

2. Reception 

3. Year 4 

4. Year 6 

5. Year 2 

6. Year 3 

7. Year 1 

 

Top Dojo earners in each year group 

Reception - Joni 

Year 1 - Lily 

Year 2 - Bea 

Year 3 - Francessca 

Year 4 - Niamh and Felix 

Year 5 - Lydia 

Year 6 - Josh 

 

Overall highest in school  - Niamh and Felix (451) 



Things to do locally 

 

 



 

 


