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Diary Dates 

 

Head Teacher update 

Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome Back! 

It’s been wonderful to see everyone back after the Christmas break, even if the snowy 

conditions this week have made things a little more challenging! Thank you for your support 

in keeping everyone safe during the winter weather. The children did get the chance to enjoy 

the snow on Tuesday- check out a few snaps below. 

On Monday, staff took part in a training day where we completed essential statutory 

training and also focused on further refining the craft of teaching to ensure the very best 

learning experiences for our pupils. 

On Wednesday, we held progress review meetings with each teacher, looking closely at the 

children’s test data from December. These conversations help us to identify strengths and 

next steps so that every child continues to make excellent progress. 

Unfortunately, Young Voices was postponed following a decision by the event organisers on 

Wednesday due to the severe weather forecast. We shared this update with parents as soon 



as we were notified. We do hope that the organisers will provide us with an alternative date 

as soon as possible, and we will let you know as soon as this is confirmed. 

We are delighted to share some exciting news with our school community – we have been 

awarded the UNICEF Bronze Award! This is a fantastic achievement and reflects our 

commitment to creating a school environment where children’s rights are respected, valued, 

and promoted. The award recognises the steps we have taken to embed the principles of the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into our ethos and practice. We will now be 

working towards the Silver Award as we continue to develop this important work. 

Looking ahead, please note the following: 

• Year 6 SATs Workshop for Parents – Thursday 15th January at 9:00am. This is a great 

opportunity to learn more about how you can support your child in the run-up to 

SATs. 

• Height and Weight Check for Reception and Year 6 20th January 

Thank you for your continued support as we start this new term. We’re excited for all the 

learning and opportunities ahead! 

Warm regards, 

Jess Mattocks 

 



 

 



 

Collective worship 

Our focus value for this half term is Honesty. Throughout our collective worship sessions, we 

will be exploring what it means to be truthful in our words and actions, and why honesty is 

such an important part of building trust and strong relationships. Our guiding Bible verse for 

this value is: 

“The Lord delights in those that are truthful.” – Proverbs 12:22 

We look forward to seeing how the children reflect on this value and demonstrate honesty 

in their daily lives. 



 

Talking Point - Winter Water Safety  

 



It’s really helpful to chat with your children about staying safe around ice and snow, 

especially when it comes to frozen lakes and ponds.  You can find out more information 

including useful tips here.1 

Staying safe in winter: understanding the risks of frozen or icy water 

Even when it looks solid, ice on open water or canals can be very unsafe. 

This can be risky for anyone, but especially for children. Sometimes adults may even put 

themselves in danger by trying to help a child, pet, or animal that has wandered onto the ice.  

Frozen lakes, ponds, canals, and reservoirs may look beautiful in winter, but it’s safest to 

admire them from a distance rather than walking or playing on them. 

If you or someone nearby gets into trouble, here are some helpful emergency tips to keep in 

mind. 

You can also find more general guidance on our water safety page. 

Essential Online Safety 

 

Ten practical and evidence-informed online safety tips to help adults guide children toward 

healthier and more informed digital habits. 

 
1https://www.wmfs.net/safety/winter-water-
safety/?fbclid=IwdGRjcAPKHjVjbGNrA8oeLWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOA
ABHp6VQf2Bm5cBteyCUSv99IgyI7tQb_nj5JF33F90NySd70UTwF5_mRuhXyZQ_aem_PjENTSmyzuQ5jBhZoH216
A 



 



Celebrations 

 

Happy Birthday to those with birthdays this week and over the 

holidays! 

 

Amelie in Nursery 

Willow in Year 2 

Milly in Year 6 



Josh in Year 5 



Star of the Week 

 



Nursery - Etta - for always being honest and making good choices in Nursery. Etta you are 

always a wonderful friend to others too, Well done! 

Reception -  Sapphire for always trying her hardest to be honest in all that she does, 

whether it be in her work or whilst learning with her friends.  Saphy - you have a wonderful 

attitude!  keep it up! 

Year 1 -  Thea is an honest girl who speaks the truth with kindness and integrity, even when 

it isn’t easy. 

Year 2 - Meadow - for always showing honesty by working independently and truly engaging 

in everything she does. 

Year 3 -  Enya - for always trying hard with her work and sharing ideas with others. Well done 

Enya! 

Year 4 -  Jesse for sharing mature and constructive opinions in sensitive class discussions.  

Year 5 - Ellen for demonstrating honesty in her classwork by working independently and 

taking pride in her own learning. 

Year 6 -  Scott for demonstrating considered and thoughtful honesty during our class 

discussions this week.  

Star Writer 

 

Nursery - Ayla 

Reception - William 

Year 1 - Grace 

Year 2 - Nyree 

Year 3 - Nova 

Year 4 - Elliott 

Year 5  -  Darcy 

Year 6 - Elsa 



Attendance Champions 

 

 Attendance Champions 

• Overall Winners (99.1% Attendance):     Nursery 

• Over 96% Attendance:     Year 6     Year 3     Year 1 

       Whole School Attendance: 

96.8% for the academic year so far – fantastic effort! 

Dojo 

 

     Dojo Winners This Week 

1. Reception 

2. Year 6 

3. Year 4 



Attendance Matters 

We know that winter brings its share of sniffles, colds, and sometimes challenging adverse 

weather, but being in school every day is still vital for your child’s learning and progress. 

Most minor illnesses don’t need to keep children at home, and attending school helps them 

stay on track. 

If your child is genuinely too unwell to attend, please let us know by phoning the school 

office 0121 459 5548 or emailing parents.stf@fioretti.co.uk. 

Not sure if they’re well enough for school? The NHS provides clear guidance on common 

illnesses and when children should stay home: 

    Is my child too ill for school? – NHS2 

For further details on attendance expectations, illness guidance, and what to do during bad 

weather, please take a look at the posters below. 

Thank you for supporting excellent attendance – every day counts! 

 
2https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 



 



 



 



Things to do locally 

 

Hub on the Green Children’s Book Swap Saturday 10th January 2025 | 9.30 am - 11.30 am  

A huge range of children’s books will be available to swap for free, children are also welcome 

to take a book should they not have brought a book along, everyone is welcome. The school 

uniform swap shop will also be open with coats and hats in stock too. Hot drinks will also 

be on sale.   

St Francis’ very own Mhairi from Year 4 has helped to organise ‘Blind Date with a Children’s 

Book’.  

These mystery wrapped books are the perfect gift for book loving young readers. They are 

wrapped with recycled paper and contain a cheeky clue to help you choose. Enjoy the 

excitement of a new read whilst supporting sustainable reading and keeping books in 

circulation. These will be available for £1 each and funds raised support the Hub, it’s swap 

shop and wider community activities.  

Come and find a book this Saturday and grab a hot drink too.  



 

 

Awards 

 



 


