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Diary Dates

Head Teacher update

Dear parents and carers,

We ve had a wonderfully busy and enriching week in school, filled with creativity, 
collaboration and family engagement.

On Wednesday, our long awaited Year 1 Design & Technology workshop finally took place, 
with children proudly designing and building their own shelters. It was fantastic to see such 
imaginative thinking and hands on problem solving as pupils explored structure, stability 
and purpose. Thank you to the families who supported the session.



Yesterday, we also welcomed colleagues from the Fioretti Trust and the Birmingham 
Education Partnership (BEP) for our whole-school SEND review. This was led by the Trust s 
Head of SEND and provided valuable insight into the strengths of our provision, as well as 
opportunities to further enhance inclusive practice across the school. We are grateful for the 
partnership and expertise that supports the continued development of our SEND offer. 

We also held our Year 6 SATs Workshop yesterday morning, where parents and carers 
explored the expectations for this year s assessments and gathered practical strategies to 
support learning at home. Thank you to everyone who attended  your engagement makes 
a real difference. 

Next week, Year 1 families are warmly invited to our Phonics Workshop on Thursday, 
which will provide an overview of the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and offer guidance on 
how to help children build confidence in early reading. 

FRIENDS are also hosting their annual Movie Night on Thursday 22nd January- more to 
follow on this. 

Finally, a reminder that Reception and Year 6 pupils will have their height and weight 
checks on Monday 20th January, carried out by the School Health Team. If you have any 
questions about this, please contact the school office. 

Thank you for your ongoing support  it is always appreciated. We look forward to another 
busy and joyful week ahead. 

Jess Mattocks 

Hopefully, there will be no more snow, but.. 

 



Collective worship 

Our focus value for this half term is Honesty. Throughout our collective worship sessions, we 
will be exploring what it means to be truthful in our words and actions, and why honesty is 
such an important part of building trust and strong relationships. Our guiding Bible verse for 
this value is: 

The Lord delights in those that are truthful.   Proverbs 12:22 

 

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector  

As Jesus was travelling through the city of Jericho, a man named Zacchaeus wanted to see 
him. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, and many people didn t like him because tax 
collectors often took more money than they were supposed to. 

There was a big crowd, and Zacchaeus was very short, so he couldn t see over everyone s 
heads. To get a better view, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree as Jesus walked by. 

When Jesus reached the tree, he looked up and said, 

Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay at your house today.  

Zacchaeus was amazed and came down quickly, welcoming Jesus with joy. 

Some people in the crowd were unhappy and complained, saying that Jesus shouldn t be 
spending time with someone like Zacchaeus. But Zacchaeus stood up and said he wanted to 
change. He promised to give half of his possessions to the poor, and to pay back four times 
the amount to anyone he had cheated. 

Jesus told him, 

Today salvation has come to this house.  

He explained that he had come to seek and save the lost  meaning that no one is ever too 
far away to change or be forgiven. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the story of Zacchaeus, 

which reminds us that everyone can change 

and that your love reaches out to each one of us. 

Help us to be brave enough to make good choices, 



to say sorry when we get things wrong, 

and to put things right just as Zacchaeus did. 

Teach us to welcome others with kindness, 

not to judge too quickly, 

and to remember that nobody is ever beyond your care. 

Thank you that you know us, 

you call us by name, 

and you always invite us to start again. 

Amen. 

 



Talking Point - Winter Water Safety  

 

It s really helpful to chat with your children about staying safe around ice and snow, 
especially when it comes to frozen lakes and ponds.  You can find out more information 
including useful tips here. 

Staying safe in winter: understanding the risks of frozen or icy water 

Even when it looks solid, ice on open water or canals can be very unsafe. 

This can be risky for anyone, but especially for children. Sometimes adults may even put 
themselves in danger by trying to help a child, pet, or animal that has wandered onto the ice.  

Frozen lakes, ponds, canals, and reservoirs may look beautiful in winter, but it s safest to 
admire them from a distance rather than walking or playing on them. 

If you or someone nearby gets into trouble, here are some helpful emergency tips to keep in 
mind. 

You can also find more general guidance on our water safety page. 



Digital Devices and Wellbeing

Digital devices are woven into everyday life for children and young people, but balancing the 
benefits with potential risks can feel challenging. This #WakeUpWednesday guide explores 
how screen use can influence sleep, emotional regulation, physical health and online 
experiences, offering clear context around why concerns about wellbeing are growing.

Written with schools and families in mind, the guide shares practical, realistic advice for 
setting boundaries, encouraging open conversations and building digital literacy. With 
insights from an experienced mental health professional, it supports adults to help children 
develop healthier, more mindful relationships with technology.



 

Resource request 

As part of Year 3 s learning project, we are seeking empty, cube-shaped tissue boxes. If you 
are able to contribute, please drop them off at the office or hand them directly to the Year 3. 

Thank you for your support. 

 



Choir 

Opportunities 

 



Young Voices - new date 

 



Celebrations

Happy Birthday to those with birthdays this week

Connie in Year 4

Ivan in Year 4

Emilia in Nursery

Niviah in Year 2



Josh in Year 3 



Star of the Week 

 



Nursery - Harry - for always trying his best to do the right thing and helping others to do the 
same. Well done, Harry :) 

Reception -  Wren - being honest and doing the right thing, even when it is hard to do.  You 
have shown a real maturity and we are very proud of you.  Keep it up! 

Year 1 -  Alex - for having such a brilliant week and showing great enthusiasm and 
concentration. You have shown fantastic engagement in RE when learning about honesty, 
forgiveness, and the 12 disciples 

Year 2 - Ned  for showing great responsibility and honesty by owning his actions, having the 
courage to say sorry and setting a positive example for others to do the same.  

Year 3 -  Eli - for always being enthusiastic and engaged in your learning. Well done Eli! 

Year 4 -  Dotty -for being so engaged in class discussions about our class text and 
contributing mature and enthusiastic opinions. 

Year 5 - Heidi - for showing honesty in her work by having the courage to admit when she 
needs help and taking care to do her best. 

Year 6 -  Izzy- for always being thoughtful in her responses inside and outside the classroom. 

Star Writer 

 

Nursery - Bess 

Reception - Isobel 

Year 1 - William 

Year 2 - Billie-Jo 

Year 3 - Logan 

Year 4 - Alina 

Year 5  -  Ella 

Year 6 - Sophie 



Attendance Champions

Attendance Champions

Overall Winners (99.1% Attendance): Nursery and Year 1

Over 96% Attendance: Year 6 Year 5 Year 4

Whole School Attendance:

96.8% for the academic year so far fantastic effort!

Dojo

Dojo Winners This Week

1. Year 2

2. Year 6

3. Year 1



Attendance Matters 

We know that winter brings its share of sniffles, colds, and sometimes challenging adverse 
weather, but being in school every day is still vital for your child s learning and progress. 
Most minor illnesses don t need to keep children at home, and attending school helps them 
stay on track. 

If your child is genuinely too unwell to attend, please let us know by phoning the school 
office 0121 459 5548 or emailing parents.stf@fioretti.co.uk. 

Not sure if they re well enough for school? The NHS provides clear guidance on common 
illnesses and when children should stay home: 

 Is my child too ill for school?  NHS 

For further details on attendance expectations, illness guidance, and what to do during bad 
weather, please take a look at the posters below. 

Thank you for supporting excellent attendance  every day counts! 



 



 



 



Local Vacancies & Training Opportunities 

 

 



 

 



Things to do locally 

 

 

Awards 

 



 


